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What do the dates and stages mean? 

How to get the first SKA data? 

How to get the latest updates?

How to get involved?



stations

SKA science rollout: Array Assemblies

Construction/verification happens in stages called 
Array Assemblies (AAs): parts of the telescope can 

be used for science while the rest is being built.
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The scalable nature of interferometers provides construction flexibility…
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Science 
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(SV) = first 
release of 
SKA data

• Starts when Mid and Low are comparable to current state-of-the-art telescopes
• Primary purpose is to verify scientific capability, overall workflow and usability 

of the system → science is a bonus, not guaranteed.
• Provide an end-to-end test of the system for each mode/data product
• Get broad feedback on SKA data, SKAO operational model and SRCNet from a 

diverse user community → data will be publicly available for thorough scrutiny
• Science Verification data will not be owned by any person/group.
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(SV) = first 
release of 
SKA data

The first data will 
come from SKA-Low.



Observation executionPublic data release

First half 2027 Mid 2027AA2

Mid – end  2027: data access for all!
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Both the telescope and 
compute are schedulable.
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(Pulsar timing)



+ Archival projects that 

require compute resources

Full science operations
>2033 for Low
>2035 for Mid
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Detailed timelines for the 
rollout of science modes and 
capabilities for AA*are online.
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Lots of information available on the SKAO Science Users site.
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What do the dates mean? 

What capabilities will be available? 

How do I get the latest updates?

How do I get involved?

o SKA data are coming soon! Anyone can access the very first SKA data 
(ie. Science Verification from “AA2”) as soon as they are released!

o Science Verification (“SV”) will involve both observatory-curated data and 

community-requested data: the first call for ideas for SKA-Low AA2 
SV is expected in early 2027. SKA-Mid AA2 SV is anticipated in 2029.

o In Science Verification, both advanced data products and the datasets that 

produced them will be publicly available. There are many tools on the 
SKAO website to help the community prepare.

o Plans for the rollout of modes and capabilities through SKA Early 
Science are available on the SKAO Science Users pages. Information about 
how to engage in large Key Science Projects (“KSPs”; >2033)  should be 
shared by SKAO near the end of this year.



Sign up for SKAO 
webinars and 
newsletters!

1

Join an SKAO Science 
Working Group!

2

Follow Canadian 
community 
activities!

3

Ways to get involved:

SKAO webinars page SKAO SWG page CASCA ACACS page

Next up: 
CASCA@

Montreal!
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